
 

AGENDA 
 

 HISTORIC PRESERVATION/ 
DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

Members 
• Chairperson Tim Siebert 
• Vice Chair Peter Munck 
• Alderperson Marc Christianson 
• Barry Calnan 
• Carol Molepske 
• Janet Jurgella Finn (Alternate 1) 
• Dan Kryst (Alternate 2) 

 
 

    
Date and Time: July 29, 2025 

5:00 PM 
Location:       

Community Room 
933 Michigan Avenue, Stevens 
Point, WI  
      

OR 
      

Zoom Teleconferencing 
      

Meeting ID: 825 8868 7464 
Passcode: 962316 
By 
Computer: https://us02web.zoo
m.us/j/82588687464?pwd=HJkpK
uePaVk6crtYtoNNcFLz3FaRxf.1 
By Phone: +1-312-626-6799 (US 
Chicago) 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that any person who has special needs while attending these meetings or needs agenda materials for these 
meetings should contact the City Clerk as soon as possible to ensure that a reasonable accommodation can be made.  The City Clerk 
can be reached by telephone at (715) 346-1569 or by mail at 1515 Strongs Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481. 
 
Maps further defining the above area(s) may be obtained from the City of Stevens Point Department of Community Development, 
1515 Strongs Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481, or by calling (715) 346-1567, during normal business hours. 
 
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a quorum of the Common Council may be in attendance at this meeting. 

 

Opening Section: 
  
  1. Roll Call 
      
Discussion and Possible Action on: 
  
  2. Report of the June 12, 2025 meeting of the Historic Preservation / Design Review 

Commission. 
      
  3. A request from Ken Lewallen, representing Jason Zinser, to install a transom window and 

cedar shake siding on the principal structure located at 1908 Clark Street (Parcel ID 
281240832103513), consistent with Ch. 22.05(2). 

      
  4. A request from St. Stephen Parish to install a shed on the property located at 1335 Clark 

Street (Parcel ID 281240832100709), consistent with Ch. 22.05(2). 
      
  5. A request from Frame Memorial Presbyterian Church of Stevens Point to install roof-

mounted solar arrays on the building located at 1300 Main Street (281240832202815), 
consistent with Ch. 22.05(2). 
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PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that any person who has special needs while attending these meetings or needs agenda materials for these 
meetings should contact the City Clerk as soon as possible to ensure that a reasonable accommodation can be made.  The City Clerk 
can be reached by telephone at (715) 346-1569 or by mail at 1515 Strongs Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481. 
Maps further defining the above area(s) may be obtained from the City of Stevens Point Department of Community Development, 
1515 Strongs Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54481, or by calling (715) 346-1567, during normal business hours. 
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a quorum of the Common Council may be in attendance at this meeting. 

 

  6. Discussion only: Economic Hardship Ordinance. 
      
  7. Staff Updates. 
      
Closing Section: 
  
  8. Adjourn 
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REPORT OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION / DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

June 12, 2025 – 6:00 PM 

933 Michigan Ave, Stevens Point, WI 54481 

PRESENT: Chair Siebert, Vice Chair Munck, Commissioner Calnan, & Commissioner Kryst 

EXCUSED: Commissioner Finn & Commissioner Molepske  

ALSO PRESENT: Associate Planner/Zoning Administrator Kuhn  

INDEX: 
 

Opening Section: 

1. Roll Call 

Discussion and Possible Action on the Following:  

2. Report of the April 16, 2025 meeting of the Historic Preservation / Design Review Commission. 

3. A request from Ryan Wanta, representing Wesley Cabral & Susy Ibrahim, for a design review to 

construct a building addition on the property located at 1900 Clark Street (Parcel ID 

281240832103512 to remove the mural on the west elevation of the building located at 817 Clark 

Street (Parcel ID 281240832103512), consistent with Ch. 22.05(2). 

4. A request from Dave Ladick for a design review to paint a mural on the north-facing wall of the 

building located at 1216 Strongs Avenue (Parcel ID 281240832202932), consistent with Ch. 22.07. 

Closing Section: 

5. Adjourn 

  

 
Opening Section:  

1. Roll Call 

Present: Chair Siebert, Vice Chair Munck, Commissioner Calnan, & Commissioner Kryst  

Excused: Commissioner Finn 

Discussion and Possible Action on the Following:  

2. Report of the April 16, 2025 meeting of the Historic Preservation / Design Review Commission. 

Motion by Vice Chair Munck to approve the April 16, 2025 minutes of the Historic 

Preservation/Design Review Commission; seconded by Commissioner Calnan. 

Motion carried 4-0. 

3. A request from Ryan Wanta, representing Wesley Cabral & Susy Ibrahim, for a design review to 

construct a building addition on the property located at 1900 Clark Street (Parcel ID 

281240832103512 to remove the mural on the west elevation of the building located at 817 Clark 

Street (Parcel ID 281240832103512), consistent with Ch. 22.05(2). 
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Associate Planner/Zoning Administrator Kuhn provided a summary of the proposed building 

addition, showing the site design plan and discussing the requirements necessary to meet the 

historic preservation requirements.   

Motion by Commissioner Calnan to approve the request for a design review to construct a 

building addition on the property located at 1900 Clark Street; seconded by Commissioner Kryst. 

Motion carried 4-0.  

4. A request from Dave Ladick for a design review to paint a mural on the north-facing wall of the 

building located at 1216 Strongs Avenue (Parcel ID 281240832202932), consistent with Ch. 22.07. 

Associate Planner/Zoning Administrator Kuhn provided a summary of the mural request, addressing 

the necessary items needed to approve of the installation of the mural.  

Motion by Commissioner Kryst to approve the request for a design review to paint a mural on the 

north-facing wall of the building located at 1216 Strongs Avenue, with the exception to exceed the 

seventy percent mural coverage rule due to age of the brick wall; seconded by Vice Chair Munck. 

Motion carried 4-0.  

Closing Section: 

5. Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 6:28 PM. 

 A recording of this meeting can be viewed/heard at:  https://stevenspoint.com/365/AgendasMinutesVideos 
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1515 Strongs Avenue 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Historic Preservation / Design Review Commission 

 

From:  Adam Kuhn, AICP 

Associate Planner / Zoning Administrator 

  

Date:   July 29, 2025 

 

RE: Design Review – 1908 Clark Street – Windows & Siding 
 

------------------- 

 

Background: The property owner of 1908 Clark Street is requesting a design review to 

install a new bathroom window on the second floor of the house. As shown in the 

image attached, the existing bathroom window is proposed to be replaced with a 3’ x 

12’’ vinyl transom window. The proposed transom window will have the same yellow 

window trim that exists on the other first- and second-floor windows.  

 

The Commission’s Design Guidelines permits the replacement of windows so long as it is 

a like-for-like replacement in size. The proposed transom window will be located slightly 

above the existing bathroom window. As the dimensions of the existing window 

opening will be slightly altered with the proposed transom window, the Commission is 

required to consider the request. For portions of the existing window opening that will 

not be used for the proposed transom window, the applicant is proposing to 

reintroduce the same cedar shake siding that exists on the second floor of the house.  

 

Overall, my recommendation is to approve this design review request with the following 

conditions: 

 

1. The applicant shall submit the proposed trim color, subject to the review and 

approval of the Designated Agent. 

2. Caulking and weather stripping shall be provided to ensure that the window unit 

is weather tight. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Historic Preservation / Design Review Commission 

 

From:  Adam Kuhn, AICP 

Associate Planner / Zoning Administrator 

  

Date:   July 29, 2025 

 

RE: Design Review – Shed at St Stephens 
 

------------------- 

 

Background: St. Stephens Parish is requesting a design review to install an 8’ x 10’ 

prefabricated shed in the southwest parking lot near Ellis Street. The intention of this 

shed is to store miscellaneous equipment. The construction of any accessory structure 

greater than 25 sq ft in size requires consideration by the Historic Preservation / Design 

Review Commission. 

 

When reviewing this request relative to the Commission’s Design Guidelines, there are a 

few guidelines that stand out. First, Section 3.12(6) requires that new outbuildings be 

located in rear yards if possible. As the subject property abuts three streets, the location 

of the shed would be in the corner rear yard – still visible from a street. Second, Section 

3.12(5) states that designs for new outbuildings and accessory structures should 

complement the architectural style and period of the primary structures as well as 

examples of similar structures within the district. There are few examples of 

prefabricated structures in the Downtown Design Review District, however that is 

primarily due to the fact that most lots are improved with zero-lot-line buildings. 

Ultimately, it is the Commissions discretion as to if a prefabricated structure is historically 

appropriate for the subject property or if more architectural detail shall be provided on 

a stick-built structure. Lastly, Section 3.12(7) states that new outbuildings should be 

proportionally the same in size and height to the primary structure. As the proposed 

shed pales in comparison to the size of the primary buildings on the lot, the shed 

dimensions would maintain some proportionality.  

 

Overall, please be prepared to discuss the appropriateness of allowing prefabricated 

accessory structures. While the Design Guidelines do not explicitly prohibit it, the above 

guidelines are important to consider for case-by-case requests. 
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 Adopted - 03/17/2014, Last Amended 09/19/202224   |   Stevens Point - Design Guidelines 

Sec. 3.12 Outbuildings and Accessory 
Structures
Original outbuildings such as barns, sheds, and garages, have often gained 
historic significance in their own right due to their construction method, 
architectural style, and period. In fact, many of these structures still survive 
in the districts and are still being used as they were originally intended. 
Many of these historic outbuildings have architectural characteristics and 
style similar to the primary structure with which they are associated. They 
are more utilitarian in nature, and are usually situated in rear yards adjacent 
to alleyways.

Outbuildings and Accessory Structures Guidelines

1.	 The same criteria related 
to the use of materials for 
new construction apply to 
outbuildings and accessory 
structures. 

2.	 Retain and preserve origi-
nal outbuildings which have
gained historic significance  on
their own.

3.	 Architectural elements of historic outbuildings such as roofs, siding, 
material, windows and doors, foundations, and character-defining 
detailing should be retained and preserved.

4.	 If replacement of
an element on a
historic outbuild-
ing is necessary, 
replace only the 
deteriorated por-
tion to match the
original in mate-
rial, size, propor-
tion, texture, and 
detailing.

5.	 Designs for new outbuildings and accessory structures should com-
plement the architectural style and period of the primary structures 
as well as examples of similar structures within the district. 

6.	 New outbuildings should be located in rear yards if possible. 

7. New  outbuildings  should  be proportionally the same in size and
height to the primary structure  as is seen in the relationship be-
tween other primary and secondary structures in the district. 

8.	 Prefabricated wooden accessory structures that are not architec-
turally similar to the primary structure are allowed only if screened 
from view from any existing right-of-way. Prefabricated metal stor-
age buildings are not recommended.

Sec. 3.13 Safety and Accessibility 
Due to the fact that historic structures were constructed before life safety 
and accessibility codes were developed, they normally don’t meet modern 
safety and accessibility standards as required by local building and fire 
codes.  Some renovations to historic structures can trigger these codes 
and therefore, facilities for safety and accessibility should be incorporated 
into the project. Wisconsin State Building Code and federal requirements 
related to the Americans with Disabilities Act provide certain flexibility 
concerning historic structures. Contact the building inspection office for 
complete details regarding these matters. 

While these building codes often 
result in substantial changes to a 
historic property, the installation of 
accessibility and life safety features 
can usually be done in a manner that 
does not compromise the historic 
character of the structure. 

Safety and Accessibility 
Guidelines Accessibility ramp added complying with ADA

1.	 When projects must include the addition of health and safety fea-
tures, whatever means possible should be used to minimize visual 
impact, and protect the historic character of the structure, and its 
character-defining details. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Historic Preservation / Design Review Commission 

 

From:  Adam Kuhn, AICP 

Associate Planner / Zoning Administrator 

  

Date:   July 29, 2025 

 

RE: Design Review – Solar Array at Frame Memorial Presbyterian Church 
 

------------------- 

 

Background: Frame Memorial Presbyterian Church is requesting a design review to 

install roof-mounted solar arrays on the east elevation of the church. As Commissioners 

recall during the development of the City’s Historic Preservation Plan, ample discussion 

ensued about the allowance of solar energy collection systems on historic buildings and 

sites. For roof-mounted solar arrays, such arrays are preferred to be located on the 

south elevation of a building to maximize sunlight exposure.  

 

Frame Memorial Presbyterian Church abuts three streets – Main Street to the south, 

Church Street to the west and College Court to the north. Per Section 3.14(9) of the 

Commission’s Design Guidelines, solar arrays are not to be visible from a street. As a 

compromise to the aforementioned design guideline, the applicant relocated the 

proposed location of the solar arrays to the east elevation of the building. The proposed 

location still generates sufficient sunlight exposure for solar energy collection, however it 

would still be visible from Main Street. As such, the Commission will be required to 

consider the proposed array location. 

 

Overall, I am in support of the request and would recommend approval. Given the roof 

pitch that exists on Frame Memorial Presbyterian Church, the availability of sufficient 

roof lines for solar arrays are limited. The proposed location is arguably the best location 

for an array that is somewhat shielded from visibility, in part due to the mature trees that 

are situated to the east of the building. 
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Photos of Frame Memorial Presbyterian Church from along Main Street  

Taken July 2, 2025 

Three photos taken from the sidewalk on the south side of Main Street across the street from the church 
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Three photos taken from the sidewalk on the north side of Main Street adjacent to the church 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Historic Preservation / Design Review Commission 

 

From:  Adam Kuhn, AICP 

Associate Planner / Zoning Administrator 

  

Date:   July 29, 2025 

 

RE: Ordinance Amendment – Economic Hardship Provisions 
 

------------------- 

 

Background: Last year during the development of the City’s Historic Preservation Plan, 

an interest was observed by the Commission to incorporate economic hardship 

provisions when considering variances to architectural requirements. As the Commission 

knows, a balancing act needs to occur that 1.) encourages property owners to 

maintain their historic buildings in a historically appropriate manner and 2.) ensures that 

the City’s architectural standards for building improvements does not make such work 

cost prohibitive.  

 

The desire to establish economic hardship provisions in the City’s Historic Preservation 

Ordinance was identified as a policy recommendation in the Historic Preservation Plan. 

Included in the agenda packet is a draft economic hardship ordinance. This draft 

ordinance includes recommended ordinance language from the Wisconsin Historical 

Society, as well as common language derived from other Wisconsin communities who 

have a similar ordinance. 

 

Please review the draft ordinance and be prepared to provide feedback. If you have 

any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
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ORDINANCE AMENDING THE REVISED MUNICIPAL CODE  

OF THE CITY OF STEVENS POINT, WISCONSIN 

 

[Chapter 22 of the Revised Municipal Code – Historic Preservation / Design Review – 

Economic Hardship Ordinance] 

 

The Common Council of the City of Stevens Point, Portage County, Wisconsin, do 

ordain as follows: 

 

SECTION I: That Section 22.05(2), Historic Preservation Ordinance of the Revised 

Municipal Code of the City of Stevens Point, shall be amended to create Section 

22.05(2)(3) as follows:  

 

3) Economic Hardship 

 

The Commission may grant a variance from Design Guidelines standards, by 

majority vote, if all of the following apply: 

 

a) Strict literal application of the standard(s) would deny the property owner 

a reasonable rate of return on investment, or would impose upon the 

property owner an unreasonable and unnecessary financial hardship. 

b) The circumstances justifying the variance are unique to the property in 

question, and, 

 

1) Were not caused by the owner's failure to maintain the property as 

required by this Chapter; and 

2) Does not apply to a substantial portion of the historic district or historic 

resources within two hundred (200) feet of the subject property; and 

3) Will not alter the historic character of the historic district or historic 

resources within two hundred (200) feet of the subject property. 

 

c) The property owner documents the circumstances justifying the variance. 

The minimum evidence shall include for all property: 

 

1) Nature of ownership (individual, business, or nonprofit) or legal 

possession, custody, and control; 
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2) Financial resources of the owner and/or parties in interest; 

3) Cost of repairs; 

4) Assessed value of the land and improvements; 

5) Real estate taxes for the previous two (2) years; 

6) Amount paid for the property, date of purchase, and party from 

whom purchased, including a description of the relationship 

between the owner and the person from whom the property was 

purchased, or other means of acquisition of title, such as by gift or 

inheritance; 

7) Annual debt service, if any, for previous two (2) years received; 

8) Any listing of the property for sale or rent, price asked, and offers 

received, if any. 

 

In addition, for income-producing property, the minimum evidence shall 

include: 

 

1) Annual gross income from the property for the previous two (2) 

years; 

2) Itemized operating and maintenance expenses for the previous 

two (2) years; 

3) Annual cash flow, if any, for the previous two (2) years. 

 

SECTION II: That this ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

 

 

 

Approved: ________________________________  

Mike Wiza, Mayor  

 

 

 

Attest:  ________________________________  

Susan Pagel, City Clerk  

 
Dated:   

Adopted:  

 

Drafted by: Adam Kuhn 

Return to:     City Clerk 
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