
     
 Our intention is to have in-person meetings going forward. For the time being, we will hold the City 

Committee Meetings, Plan Commission, Council and most others at the Community Room at 933 Michigan 
Avenue. This in-person location will meet the legal requirement for our open meetings.  

 
We will have a virtual option available, but the technology for the hybrid style meeting may not be reliable all 

of the time.  
 

 

CITY OF STEVENS POINT 
 PUBLIC POLICY AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

June 9, 2025 - 6:10 PM 
(or immediately following previously scheduled meeting) 

      

Community Room 
933 Michigan Avenue, Stevens Point, WI  

      

OR 
      

Zoom Teleconferencing 
      

Meeting ID:880 9632 1166   |  Passcode: 691458  
By Computer: Zoom Link 

By Phone: +1-312-626-6799 (US Chicago) 
  

(A quorum of the City Council may attend this meeting) 
 

AGENDA 
 
Discussion and Possible Action on: 
  
  1. Roll Call. 
      
  2. License List: 
      
  A. Change of Agent: Kwik Trip, Incorporated, 1626 Oak Street, La Crosse, 

WI 54602; Jenna L Omernik, 305 West Grand Avenue, Rosholt, WI 
54473, agent at Kwik Trip #342, 3533 Stanley Street, Stevens Point, 
replacing Alexander R Ashbeck. 

      
  B. “Class A” Beer & Liquor License Renewal: Shell on Stanley Street at 

2733 Stanley Street, Stevens Point for license period beginning July 1, 
2025. 

      
  C. Class “B” Beer License Renewal: Stevens Point Youth Baseball 

Association at Iverson Park Concession Stand 4201A Main Street, 
Stevens Point for license period beginning July 1, 2025. 

      
  D. “Class B” Beer & Liquor License: Buffy’s Still at 1331 Second Street, 

Stevens Point for license period beginning July 1, 2025. 
      
  E. “Class B” Beer & Liquor License Renewal: 

     1. CREATE Portage County at 1300 Maria Drive, Stevens Point for  
         license period beginning July 1, 2025. 
     2. Matsu Ya Sushi & Grill at 5725 Windy Drive, Suite A, Stevens  

Page 1 of 14

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88096321166?pwd=StD3ofaDW2Jv5n6z20oXNghlzzkjOY.1


 

 

         Point for license period beginning July 1, 2025. 
      
  F. Temporary Class “B” Beer License: 

    1. Hmong American Association of Portage County (HAAPC), PO  
        Box 547, Stevens Point, HAAPC Summer Sports Festival on 
        August 9 & 10, 2025 at 701 Badger Avenue, Stevens Point. 
    2. Stevens Point Area Girls Youth Softball Association, Incorporated,  
        PO Box 623, Stevens Point, Point Classic Summer Softball  
        Tournament 2025 on July 18, 19 & 20, 2025 at Goerke Park 1100  
        Minnesota Avenue, Stevens Point. 
    3. Stevens Point Area Girls Youth Softball Association, Incorporated,  
        PO Box 623, Stevens Point, Point Classic Summer Softball  
        Tournament 2025 on July 18, 19 & 20, 2025 at Iverson Park  
        Concession Stand 4201A Main Street, Stevens Point. 

      
  G. Temporary Class “B” Beer & “Class B” Wine License: 

    1. Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Wisconsin, 2801 Hoover Road,  
        Unit 1H, Stevens Point, Big Brew Fest on August 2, 2025 at 200  
        Division Street, Stevens Point. 
    2. Holy Spirit Parish, 2151 Stanley Street, Stevens Point, Spirit Fest  
        Holy Spirit Parish Picnic on July 27, 2025 at 2151 Stanley Street,  
        Stevens Point. 
    3. Pacelli Catholic Schools, 1301 Maria Drive, Stevens Point,  
        Panacea on September 5, 6, & 7, 2025 at 1301 Maria Drive,  
        Stevens Point. 

      
  3. Request to Hold Event/Street Closing: 
      
  A. Discover Downtown on July 19, 2025 (Recurring). 
      
  B. Big Brew Fest on August 2, 2025 (New Event). 
      
  4. Resolution to Support the Continuation of the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 

Program. 
      
  5. Adjournment. 
      
 
 
Meeting Rider 
Any person who has special needs while attending this meeting or needing agenda materials for this meeting should 
contact the City Clerk as soon as possible to ensure a reasonable accommodation can be made. The City Clerk can 
be reached by telephone at (715) 346-1569, TDD # 346-1556 or by mail at 1515 Strongs Ave., Stevens Point, WI  
54481. 
 
Copies of ordinances, resolutions, reports and minutes of the committee meetings are on file at the office of the City 
Clerk for inspection during normal business hours from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00p.m.  
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LICENSE LIST
PUBLIC POLICY AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT

Monday, June 9, 2025

Change of Agent:
1. Kwik Trip, Inc, 1626 Oak St, La Crosse, WI  54602; Jenna L Omernik, 305 W Grand 

Ave, Rosholt, WI  54473, agent at Kwik Trip 342, 3533 Stanley St, Stevens Point, 
replacing Alexander R Ashbeck.

“Class A” Beer & Liquor License Renewal:
1. Shell on Stanley Street at 2733 Stanley St, Stevens Point for license period 

beginning 07/01/2025.

Class “B” Beer License Renewal:
1. Stevens Point Youth Baseball Association at Iverson Park Concession Stand 4201A 

Main St, Stevens Point for license period beginning 07/01/2025.

“Class B” Beer & Liquor License:
1. Buffy’s Still at 1331 Second St, Stevens Point for license period beginning 

07/01/2025.

“Class B” Beer & Liquor License Renewal:
1. CREATE Portage County at 1300 Maria Dr, Stevens Point for license period 

beginning 07/01/2025.
2. Matsu Ya Sushi & Grill at 5725 Windy Dr, Suite A, Stevens Point for license period 

beginning 07/01/2025.

Temporary Class “B” Beer License:
1. Hmong American Association of Portage County (HAAPC), PO Box 547, Stevens 

Point, HAAPC Summer Sports Festival on August 9-10, 2025 at 701 Badger Ave, 
Stevens Point.

2. Stevens Point Area Girls Youth Softball Association, Inc, PO Box 623, Stevens Point, 
Point Classic Summer Softball Tournament 2025 on July 18-20, 2025 at Goerke 
Park 1100 Minnesota Ave, Stevens Point.

3. Stevens Point Area Girls Youth Softball Association, Inc, PO Box 623, Stevens Point, 
Point Classic Summer Softball Tournament 2025 on July 18-20, 2025 at Iverson Park 
Concession Stand 4201A Main St, Stevens Point.

Temporary Class “B” Beer & “Class B” Wine License:
1. Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Wisconsin, 2801 Hoover Rd, Unit 1H, Stevens 

Point, Big Brew Fest on August 2, 2025 at 200 Division St, Stevens Point.
2. Holy Spirit Parish, 2151 Stanley St, Stevens Point, Spirit Fest Holy Spirit Parish Picnic 

on July 27, 2025 at 2151 Stanley St, Stevens Point.
3. Pacelli Catholic Schools, 1301 Maria Dr, Stevens Point, Panacea on September 5-

7, 2025 at 1301 Maria Dr, Stevens Point.
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What is the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program?
The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program (KNSP) is Wisconsin’s best way to support land and water conservation.
KNSP provides funds for land acquisition, trail development, campgrounds, boat launches, and more.

How can the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program’s impact be felt across Wisconsin?
Since its inception in 1989, the KNSP has helped permanently protect more than 750,000 acres in Wisconsin. The
program has provided over 1,500 grants to land trusts & conservation nonprofit organizations, state park friends
groups, and local governments, enabling improvements to parks, trails, and waterways. The program has made
investments in all 72 counties across the state, and almost every Wisconsin resident has a KNSP-funded project
within a mile or two of their home.

How is the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program funded?
The KNSP is primarily funded through general obligation bonds issued by the state of Wisconsin. The legislature
authorizes funds, which are then made available through 20-year bonds and paid back over time, spreading the
cost of long-term investments. A small portion of the program is also funded directly through tax dollars, known
as general purpose revenue. This funding approach is typical for long-term government investments, similar to
how individuals use mortgages to buy homes. The KNSP costs each Wisconsin resident about $11 per year - less
than a WI State Parks pass or annual fishing license.

How does Wisconsin's investment in public lands compare to neighboring states?
Compared to our neighbors, Wisconsin protects a smaller portion of its land than either Michigan or Minnesota.
Additionally, we invest less money each year in our public lands and outdoor recreation than neighboring states
do. In fact, Wisconsin ranks last in the country for state park spending, despite outdoor recreation adding $9.8
billion to the state’s economy in 2022 while supporting over 94,000 jobs.

Why should we continue to invest in the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program?
Over the past 30 years, the state has invested $1.4 billion in the KNSP. In return, KNSP lands provide more than
$2.5 billion in value every single year. These lands offer numerous benefits, including water and air filtration,
carbon sequestration, flood mitigation, wildlife habitat preservation, and extensive recreational opportunities for
Wisconsin residents and visitors.

What happens if the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program is not renewed?
If not renewed in the 2025 state budget, the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program will end in June 2026.
Wisconsin will lose its primary tool for protecting natural areas, expanding outdoor recreation opportunities, and
supporting conservation projects, public land acquisitions, and community grants.

FAQs
FAQs & Mythbusting

knowlesnelson.org info@knowlesnelson.org
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“It costs too much.”
The KNSP costs just $11 per Wisconsin resident annually, debt service included. With the state's inflation-
adjusted debt at a 25-year low, Wisconsin can invest in stewardship alongside priorities like education, roads,
and healthcare while maintaining fiscal health. Additionally, the KNSP provides matching grants that stretch
budgets further and maximize public funds: Grants to local governments are matched through local revenues,
while grants to nonprofit organizations are matched through philanthropy and fundraising. 

“There’s already enough protected land.”
While Wisconsin has made strides in land conservation, there’s still room for improvement compared to
neighboring states. Only 17% of Wisconsin’s land is publicly owned, compared to 24% in Minnesota and 21% in
Michigan, putting the state at a disadvantage in terms of public access to natural areas and the ecological
benefits that come with protected lands. Moreover, the quality and connectivity of protected land matter.
Since 2000, over 20% of large forest parcels in northern Wisconsin have been divided into smaller lots. This
fragmentation harms wildlife, reduces habitat quality, and often limits public access.

“You can't harvest timber, hunt, fish, or recreate on conservation lands.”
Knowles-Nelson lands are open to nature-based activities, including hiking, paddling, and skiing, as well as
hunting, fishing, and trapping. Some properties even provide road access, and many protected areas are
specifically conserved to support the forest products economy. For example, the Pelican River Forest produces
about 25,000 cords of harvestable timber annually, valued at approximately $1.1 million. By protecting this
working forest, we safeguard a resource that supplies 17 timber mills and supports over 600 jobs in the local
forest products industry.

“Conservation projects take properties off the tax rolls.”
While some conservation projects do remove properties from local tax bases, many of the largest efforts
actually keep land in private hands. Projects like the Pelican River Forest and the Brule-St. Croix Legacy Forest
use conservation easements that protect the land’s conservation values while maintaining private ownership.
When states do acquire land for conservation, they often make payments in lieu of taxes to local governments,
helping offset any lost property tax revenue.

"Conservation efforts are a drain on the state's economy and job market."
WI’s outdoor recreation industry is a growing economic powerhouse, contributing $9.8 billion to the state’s
GDP in 2022 while supporting over 94,000 jobs. Similarly, the state’s forest products industry, which relies on
sustainable forestry practices, contributed $37.8 billion to the economy in 2021 and supported over 123,000
jobs.

“County forests in Wisconsin are closed to the public and only benefit large timber companies."
Wisconsin's 2.5 million acres of county forests boost local economies, and typically generate more revenue
than comparable private lands enrolled in WI’s Managed Forest Law program. County forests support tourism
with trails for skiing, snowmobiling, and hiking. The KNSP provides matching grants county governments to
expand these forests, ensuring continued public access and local economic benefits.

mythbusting

knowlesnelson.org info@knowlesnelson.org
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For 30 years, the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program has been protecting our 
lakes and streams, securing critical wildlife habitat, and providing world-class 
recreational opportunities.

Non-profit conservation organizations, local governments, and the DNR have made 
thousands of investments in land protection, parks, trails, campgrounds, and more.

But there’s more work yet to be done.
A renewed Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program will help Wisconsin adapt to a 
changing climate, ensure that everyone has access to parks and green space, and 
will conserve critical areas that provide us with clean air and water.

Stewardship costs each Wisconsin 
resident just $11.00 each 

year, less than a fishing license 
or state parks pass. And yes, that 

includes debt service.

Wisconsin’s outdoor recreation 
economy provides $5.4 billion 
in wages and contributes $11.2 

billion to the state’s GDP.

Nature works for us every day. 
Knowles-Nelson lands filter 

our air, clean our water, 
and protect against floods. 

That’s worth more than $2.5 
billion every year.

THE KNOWLES-NELSON IMPACT ON

Portage County

	› $729,115 Little Wolf River Fishery Area - land, habitat 
& watershed protection

	› $406,151 Portage County - trail development, trailhead 
improvements & expansion of Schmeekle Reserve

	› $90,953 Community Foundation of Portage County - 
development & expansion of the Green Circle Trail

	› $73,600 Village of Junction City - picnic shelter, 
parking upgrades, fitness stations, trail development & 
expansion of Village Park

	› $41,895 Ice Age Trail Alliance - land protection & 
permanent trail access along the New Hope-Iola Ski 
Hill Segment

	› $39,000 City of Stevens Point - aquatic weed harvester 
for McDill Pond

	› $24,825 Portage County - playground, picnic area, 
accessible campsites, fishing pier & invasive species 
removal at Lake Emily Park

# of Projects investment acres protected

123 $12,001,452 7,900+
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Resolution to Support the Continuation of the Knowles-Nelson 
Stewardship Program 

 
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin State Legislature created the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program 
in 1989 to preserve valuable natural areas and wildlife habitat, protect water quality and fisheries, and 
expand opportunities for outdoor recreation; and 
 
WHEREAS, per Ch. 23.0915(2c)(d), Wis. Stats., the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program is 
set to expire in 2026; and 
 
WHEREAS, the program has supported land acquisition and capital development by the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), local governments including the City of Stevens Point, and 
nonprofit conservation and recreational organizations to preserve valuable natural areas, wildlife 
habitat, water quality and outdoor recreation for public benefit around the state; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Stevens Point residents have directly benefited from several Knowles-Nelson 
grants in their own backyards, including trailhead and trail improvements at Schmeekle Reserve, 
expansion of the Green Circle Trail, and the weed harvester for McDill Pond; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Stevens Point City Council considers the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
Program a valuable tool to preserve and restore natural areas, wildlife habitat and water quality while 
supporting the development of public nature-based outdoor recreation opportunities that promote 
economic development and enhance quality of life. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Stevens Point City Council does support funding 
renewal for the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Stevens Point Clerk be directed to forward a copy of this 
resolution to the Wisconsin Legislature, the Wisconsin Governor, and the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources Secretary. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jacqui Guthrie 
Alder, District 2 
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