
CITY OF STEVENS POINT 
 PUBLIC POLICY AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES 

May 12, 2025 - 6:00 PM 
      

Community Room 
933 Michigan Avenue, Stevens Point, WI  

      

OR 
      

Zoom Teleconferencing 
 
 
    
1. Roll Call. 
 
Present: 
Ald. Keymer, Birr, Steinmetz, Lang, Buse. 
  
2. License List:  
A. Change of Agent: 

   1. GPM Southeast LLC, 8565 Magellan Parkway, Suite 400,  
       Richmond, VA 23227; Nathan A Eckhardt, 16600 Fiftieth  
       Road, Franksville, WI 53126, agent at R Store #4487,  
       5485 US Hwy 10 East, Stevens Point, replacing Rhonda  
       A Urlaub. 
   2. Hilltop Pub and Grill Incorporated, 4901 Main Street,  
       Stevens Point; Kristin Tubbs-Budzinski, 5220 Forest  
       Circle, Stevens Point, WI 54481, agent at Hilltop Pub  
       & Grill, 4901 Main Street, Stevens Point, replacing  
       Michael Mitchell.  

B. Class "B" Beer License: Cheese & Cheers Bistro at 4928 Main Street, Suite 
A, Stevens Point for license period beginning July 1, 2025.  

C. "Class B" Beer & Liquor License: Michele’s at 513 Division Street, Stevens 
Point for license period beginning May 20, 2025.  

D. Temporary Class “B” Beer License: St. Joseph Parish, 1709 Wyatt Avenue, 
Stevens Point, St. Joseph Parish Picnic on June 7 and 8, 2025 at 1709 Wyatt 
Avenue, Stevens Point.  

E. Temporary Class “B” Beer & “Class B” Wine License: Portage County 
Democratic Party, 2220 Division Street, Stevens Point, Democratic Party 
Picnic on August 24, 2025 at Pfiffner Building, 425 Franklin Street, Stevens 
Point. 

 
No concerns from law enforcement.  
 



Ald. Lang moved, Ald. Steinmetz seconded, to approve the license list. 
 
Call for the vote: ayes, all; nays, none; motion carried. 
  
3. Request to Hold Event/Street Closing:  
A. Riverfront Jazz Festival on August 30 and 31, 2025 (Recurring). 
 
Chief Kussow spoke about the Riverfront Jazz Festival and a request for 
two contractual officers at the event. The organizer is aware of the request and is in 
contact with the Police Department. 
 
Ald. Birr moved, Ald. Buse seconded, to approve the event. 
 
Call for the vote: ayes, all; nays, none; motion carried. 
  
4. Ordinance Amendment - Creation of 8.21 Camping on City Property 

Prohibited and creation of a portion of subsection 24.27 Exhibit A Schedule 
of Cash Deposits. 

 
Mayor Wiza gave a brief overview of the concerns that have led to the creation of this 
ordinance amendment and presented a PowerPoint slide presentation.  
 
Chief Kussow spoke about this not being a law enforcement issue and explained how 
the Crisis Intervention Officer is in contact daily with the unhoused individuals and has 
provided resources which some have taken advantage of.  Chief Kussow has been 
fielding complaints from individuals and business owners that have had negative 
experiences downtown and knows there are deficiencies.  He did reach out to area 
municipalities who have had positive outcomes with their ordinances and explained 
how he would use the ordinance as a tool to help law enforcement.  Built into the 
ordinance is a deferral process where any citation issued could be eliminated if they 
prove that they have reached out to a resource that has been provided. Chief Kussow 
also stressed the need for a 365-day warming shelter for the ordinance to be effective. 
 
Mayor Wiza spoke about the need for a 365-day shelter, funding, staffing, and the idea 
of personal lockers for outdoor use.  
 
Attorney Beveridge spoke about Municipal Court procedure and how the diversion 
program can be implemented. 
 
Ald. Buse questioned the language of reasonable effort, if there would be a higher 
workload due to additional citations, as well as questioned if extra officers would be 
needed.  
 
Attorney Beveridge spoke about not being concerned with the additional workload. 
 



Chief Kussow spoke about not needing additional staff.  
 
Ald. Steinmetz questioned if there was an estimated cost of staffing the warming shelter 
as well as feedback from municipalities that have utilized this ordinance.    
 
Mayor Wiza spoke about the estimate of $150,000 annually.  
 
Chief Kussow spoke about the success of individuals utilizing resources due to 
implementation of a diversion program.  
 
Mike Beacom, 933 Third Street, spoke in favor of a 365 warming shelter, the nature of 
this being a complex issue, and discussed his support for downtown business.  
 
County Board Representative for District Ten, Bob Gifford spoke about his background 
on CAP services, the need for affordable housing, and the need for system solutions.  
 
Samuel Bavido, 1001 Ridge Road, spoke against the ordinance amendment and would 
like to table the discussion to have more of a solution-driven approach where 
organizations are more of a part of the discussion.  
 
Mayor Wiza clarified that this is not a new concern. Instead, this has been discussed for 
years and solutions have been offered. 
 
Operations Manager at the Warming Center Jeremy Mallory, 1311 West River Drive, 
spoke against the ordinance amendment due to the lack of affordable housing as well 
as funding needed for a 365-day shelter.  
 
Downtown business owner of DigiCOPY and Mission Coffee House Craig Shuler, 3334 
Dans Drive, spoke about his history on the Board with the Salvation Army, Transact 
Hope, and Bridge Street Mission. Mr. Shuler advocated for the Wausau model of the 
Bridge Street Mission that is more integrated.  
 
Downtown business owner of JadeCo Stamp and Hobby JD Manville, 927 Main Street, 
spoke about downtown only being retail. 
 
District two Alderperson Guthrie questioned if the forty-eight hours pertained to an 
individual or property, suggested comparing private land camping ordinances, as well 
requested organizations to write their opinions on this draft of an ordinance 
amendment.  
 
Frame Memorial Presbyterian Church Pastor Ashley Abraham Hood, 5341 Clover 
Court, spoke against the ordinance amendment and requested more time for their 
board to review. 
 
District eleven Alderperson Morrow spoke about his experience of managing the local 
police and parole office and spoke about resources going unused. 



 
Tiffany Mallory, 1311 West River Drive, spoke against the ordinance, expressing 
frustration that the Warming Center was not notified in advance, as well as discussed 
an estimated $150,000 would be needed to operate. 
 
Downtown business owner of Polito's Sam Polito, 960 Main Street, spoke about the 
impact on businesses, finding needles in bathrooms, witnessing aggressive dogs and 
the fear that families have of bringing kids downtown. 
 
Downtown business owner of Graffitis Sports Pub Troy Hojnacki, 912 Main Street, 
spoke in favor of the ordinance amendment as a means to start the conversation and 
also discussed the need for additional housing.  
 
University of Wisconsin Stevens Point student Connor Mckenzie, resident of the dorms, 
spoke against the ordinance amendment and cautioned that the fines could produce a 
debtors' prison. 
 
Ald. Keymer read a letter from Jerome Segura III. The letter has been added to the 
minutes.  
 
Ald. Keymer read a letter from Daniel Werachowski. The letter has been added to the 
minutes.  
 
Chief Kussow clarified that the first step is not the ordinance amendment, but instead 
the 365-day shelter be put into place. 
 
Ald. Keymer summarized that the recommendation from staff is to not take action until 
the 365-day shelter is addressed and organizations have the time to write a response. 
Ald. Keymer also discussed that this is a health and safety issue for the community, 
that this is a discussion-only item at this time and suggested that if organizations are 
meeting to discuss it could be beneficial to include city staff presence. 
  
5. Discussion and possible action on downtown parking. 
 
Mayor Wiza gave a brief overview of the concerns addressed by the Downtown 
Business Improvement District Board. 
 
District one Alderperson Christianson, liaison for the Downtown Business Improvement 
District Board, spoke about changing the two-hour parking to a four-hour parking being 
the biggest need and that with the other concerns, more information is needed and that 
gradually making changes will offer the most time to assess.  
 
Mayor Wiza spoke about kiosks being added downtown as a solution.  
 
Mike Beacom, 933 Third Street, spoke about safety issues for the upper apartments. 
 



Downtown business owner of Bria Bella & Co. and member of the Downtown Business 
Improvement District Board Tara Manzke, 925 Main Street, spoke in favor of the 
change from two-hour to four-hour parking and discussed the concerns of the public.  
 
Downtown business owner of JadeCo Stamp and Hobby JD Manville, 927 Main Street, 
spoke about the difference between subscription businesses and retail businesses and 
the impact on parking.   
 
Gregg Warren, 2321 Jersey Street, spoke on behalf of Kindred Spirit Book, the lax 
parking enforcement practices he is witnessing, and concern about city planning that is 
eliminating parking lots.  
 
Downtown business owner of Graffitis Sports Pub Troy Hojnacki, 912 Main Street, 
spoke about the need to increase parking to four-hour parking.  
 
Downtown business owner of Kindred Spirit Books Laura Di Salvo, 2321 Jersey Street, 
spoke about the need for customers to utilize parking on Main Street versus 
employees.  
 
Downtown business owner of DigiCOPY and Mission Coffee House Craig Shuler, 3334 
Dans Drive, spoken in favor of four-hour parking. 
 
Ald. Buse moved, Ald. Birr seconded, to extend parking to four hours with 
recommended documentation from the Downtown Business Improvement District 
Board. 
 
Call for the vote: ayes, all; nays, none; motion carried. 
  
6. Adjournment. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 



The Concerns
• What are the issues we are trying to address?

• Predominantly Downtwon







Concerned citizen- I was born and raised in Stevens Point. I love Stevens Point! 
Since I was a little kid girl we lived two blocks from beautiful downtown Stevens Point. I 
have such amazing happy memories going downtown. Everyone seemed happy and 
saying hello with a smiles on their faces and during the Christmas season people would 
say  Merry Christmas  as you passed others on Main Street Downtown. At least weekly I 
would head downtown to the shops buying records and clothes , jewelry, gifts for 
others. It was the Best memories. I’m 66 years old now and in the last several years I’ve 
felt scared to go downtown because of all the homeless people hanging around 
everywhere. My heart hurts seeing these changes. It lost that happy feeling I always 
had and I’m not sharing with other how wonderful our downtown area is any longer. Us 
citizens have no idea if those homeless just got out of jail for who knows what crime 
they committed, if they’re on drugs, if they’re dangerous to our families, elderly people. 
It breaks my heart  Can someone help our downtown to feel safe again for our 
families, elderly folks and small business owners downtown? Please find away to stop 
this in our Downtown village we all have loved for years? There must be another way.  
Please make our downtown safe. 
Mary Reid 



































Trespassing on private property is illegal. 
Camps left trash, destroyed tents, sleeping bags, alcohol containers and a general abuse of the land. 

Portable toilets had been installed for use. Vandalized twice before being removed.

Some have been turned away from the shelters because of behavior or levels of intoxication.

Concerns come from business owners, property owners, visitors and city residents. (Unsafe feeling, 
intimidation, animal interactions and unsanitary concerns) This is affecting everyone, including those 
unsheltered.

Frequent issues on city property of abandoned property, trash and vandalism. Some creating unhealthy 
areas and rodent attractors. 



Resources are available for those who need and want help, but not everyone does. 



• This behavior is not representative of all unsheltered people.  
• Safe and reasonable alternatives must accompany this proposal. 
• Several groups, including the City, are working on solutions. One Big Tent, TransAct Hope, 

Monroe House, ECI, Salvation Army and other volunteers are working on different pieces of 
the same puzzle.

OPTIONS currently being worked on:
• The current warming center stays open 365 days/year (funding and staff)
• An alternative overnight center opens during the non-warming season (funding and staff)
• An alternative overnight camping location is found (previously vandalized and susceptible to bad 

weather)

• Personal Lockers could be installed to allow safe storage of property when not needed. 
(funding and location)

These options will all require a commitment from the community, the City included.
 







November 2024 Resolution:

“We recognize that homelessness and housing insecurity 
are affected by a wide variety of factors, which are very 
fluid and may require a change of policies, goals, and 
procedures to adequately address, requiring both policy 
and structural/systemic interventions necessary for those 
experiencing the consequences of poverty and 
homelessness”



Not all people are allowed to sleep in the warming center. 

Not all people are allowed to sleep at the Salvation Army.

Not all people are allowed to sleep at many facilities. 

There are basic rights that everyone has, but they all have a price. 
It comes down to simple respect.

If you want that, you have to give that as well.



8.21 CAMPING ON CITY PROPERTY PROHIBITED. 
Camping is hereby prohibited on all city property.

(1) Definitions:
(a) “Camping” or “to camp” refers to the act of taking habitation upon City property or creating or maintaining a campsite 

upon City property.
(b) “City property” means all real estate owned, controlled, leased, or occupied by the City of Stevens Point, including but 

not limited to City parks, City right-of-way areas, City parking lots, and areas subject to easements that grant rights or 
responsibilities to the City.

(c) “Campsite” means any place upon City property where camping is occurring or where items associated with camping 
have been placed or left by any person.

(2) No person shall camp, lodge, live in or upon, or take habitation upon any City property. Evidence of such violation 
may include but is not limited to the presence of tents, sleeping bags, mattresses, blankets, cooking equipment or 
utensils, or other personal belongings typically associated with overnight or extended habitation. Stevens Point Police 
Officers may order any person camping upon City property to vacate such location and remove personal property located 
within the campsite. Any person refusing to comply with such order may be removed by Police Department staff and may 
be cited under RMC 5.06 for resistance to police.

(3) No person shall create or maintain a campsite upon City property.



(4) Warning Procedure and Removal of Persons and Property. 

Prior to removing property under subsection (5), ordering persons to vacate a campsite and/or remove property from 
such site under subsection (2), or issuing any citation under this Section, the Stevens Point Police Department or other 
City staff shall provide reasonable notice of the City’s intent to clear the campsite. This notice can be provided by posting 
a physical notice within or in the immediate vicinity of the campsite in a place reasonably visible to persons in the area or 
by personally providing such notice in writing to persons occupying the campsite. The City shall preserve records of such 
notices when posted or issued. No City staff member shall take action under subsections (2) or (5) and no citations shall 
be issued under this Section until at least 48 hours have elapsed since the time such notice is issued or posted. The 
deterioration of physical notices posted under this subsection due to weather or exposure to the elements or the 
removal of such notices by anyone other than City staff shall not render such notices ineffective for the purposes 
contained within this Section. Any person other than City staff who tampers with or removes a notice posted under this 
subsection may be issued a citation under this Section. Citations issued for tampering with notices posted under this 
subsection are not subject to any warning provision, 48-hour notice, or diversion program provisions contained within 
this Section.



(5) When City staff identify a campsite or camping activity upon any City property, City staff may take the following 
actions with regards to any personal property which is left unattended upon such site.

a) Items in an unsanitary condition may be discarded by the City immediately. Items in an unsanitary condition 
include, but are not limited to, garbage, rubbish, and all accumulations of food waste or materials associated with 
food preparation.

b) Weapons, drug paraphernalia, suspected stolen property, contraband, and any evidence of a crime or violation of 
law may be retained by the Stevens Point Police Department until the disposition of such items is determined 
pursuant to applicable law and policy.

c) All items not covered by subsections (4)(a) and (4)(b) may be removed by the City and stored for a minimum of 
30 calendar days. During this 30-day period, such items shall be available for release to an individual who can 
confirm ownership of such items. If no claim is made upon such items, they may be disposed of by the City in any 
appropriate manner.



(6) Diversion program. 
The Stevens Point Police Department in conjunction with the City Attorney’s office, shall develop and 
implement a diversion program under which individuals cited under this Section may have a first offense 
citation dismissed if such individual provides evidence that they have made a reasonable effort to attain 
services designed to assist them in securing housing. Such dismissals shall be evaluated based on a case-by-
case basis and are at the discretion of the City Attorney based upon the facts of each individual case.





• Camping Ordinance gives law enforcement a tool when needed.

• Adopt with contingencies:
 - a 365 shelter opens?
 - limited area to start?
 - changes before adoption?

• Other solutions?












	20250512-minutes PP& GG (1)
	PP&GG.minutes
	Unsheltered Presentaiton
	The Concerns
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33

	doc01076720250513072208
	doc01076820250513072231


